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I also took the photos for this story with a point and shoot dig-
ital camera. The sports editor suggested the story to me, and 
I attended practice on my own initiative in order to provide 
some color and details for the story.

BY JONATHON BRADEN
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

What played out at the home of Tina Silva, the 
theory goes, probably occurred in many homes 
around Omaha the past couple of weeks.

Here’s what happened at Silva’s house: Before 
the Olympic Swim Trials, Silva’s three oldest 
children wanted simply to enjoy summer swim 
lessons and hesitated to join a recreational 
swim team. But after watching the trials on 
television and reading about them in the news-
paper, they’re now thinking about joining a 
competitive swim club this fall.

“They’ve been really motivated with the Trials 
here in town,” Silva said. “It’s really gotten 
them excited.”

Local swim coaches say they’ve seen this 
before. It happens every four years after the 
Summer Olympics, when, they say, an estimat-
ed 10 percent to 50 percent more kids splash 
into Omaha pools. It would stand to reason that 
the uptick in interest would be even greater this 
summer and fall after eight days of exposure to 
the U.S. swim trials, which ended Sunday.

“The local clubs really do need to make sure 
they’re ready,” said Tom Beck, head coach at 
both Creighton Prep and the Greater Omaha 
Aquatics Club. “Because there are going to be 
a lot more kids who are going to want to try the 
swimming thing.”

In 2004, after the Athens Olympics, Millard 
West’s boys and girls swim teams both nearly 
doubled in size, gaining enough kids to as-
semble junior varsity programs. The Millard 
Aquatic Club also saw nearly 30 new families 
join in both 2000 and 2004. Tracy Stauffer, 
aquatics director for Millard Public Schools 
and head coach at Millard West, said the in-
creased interest has sustained itself since 2004.

With the Trials in Omaha, Stauffer said, “I 
can’t even imagine what it’s going to be like.”

Beck said he usually sees a 30 percent increase 
after the Summer Olympics. “Olympic Trials 
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being in our hometown,” he said, “we might see 50 percent more kids involved.”

Coaches aren’t sure where they’re going to put all of the new Michael Phelps and Natalie Coughlin hopefuls.

“We’re going to have to get creative,” Beck said. “Because there is a big problem with pool time and space in Omaha.”

One recent morning, under an overcast sky and in wet, sticky air, about 40 swimmers crammed into Westgate Park’s six-
lane pool.

Beck shouted times to the swimmers.

“48.0. 49.2. 49.8.”

“Let’s go,” one of the swimmers yelled. “Keep it up!”

Even without the seven swimmers who were visitors in town for the Trials, the numbers still would have made for tight 
quarters.

“It gets crazy,” Beck said. “I’ll go seven per lane. That’s as high as I’ll go.”

He said he isn’t sure what will happen when the expected wave of new swimmers join in the fall.

Omaha currently has three 50-meter pools — one each at the Jewish Community Center, Hitchcock Park and the Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Omaha. Omaha teams and clubs can and often do compete in smaller pools.

To accommodate more swimmers, Beck said, a new facility would have to be built.

Come fall, some clubs could be turning kids away, said Docker Hartfield, head coach for both Ralston High School and 
Swim Omaha.

“It just can’t flourish unless we have a great facility to put our kids in,” he said.

Coaches say the momentum and excitement surrounding Omaha swimming may be at its highest to date.

“If there was ever going to be a major influx, it would probably be now,” said Lori Benson, head coach of Metro Omaha 
Swim Team.

Kids become more motivated when they see the United States’ best in person, said Lynn Weaver, head coach at Papillion-
La Vista and of Monarch Swimming.

“I think the whole aquatic scene in our area is going to jump to the forefront,” said Doug Krecklow, Omaha Westside 
coach.

One of the biggest benefits of the Trials, though, may not be visible until 2012.

Coaches hope to have at least one Omaha swimmer representing the city at the 2012 Trials, especially if Omaha is again 
the host.

“We just got to get the kids locked into the fact that they can get there,” Krecklow said. “It’s only going to take one to 
make that decision.”
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