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inside today:

NASCAR
Jimmie Johnson wins his 
sixth race of the year to 
pad his lead in the Sprint 
Cup standings. Page 3B

Missouri is the 
highest ranked team 
with two losses.
By dan angell
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

When facing the No. 1 team 
in the country on its home field, 
you are not supposed to win 
anyway. That was the mes-
sage Missouri received from 
voters in the Associated Press 
and coaches’ polls, who saw 
the Tigers’ 56-31 loss to Texas 
on Saturday more as a corona-
tion of top-ranked Texas than a 
demerit against Missouri.

After dropping eight spots 
last week, the Tigers fell only 
five spots to No. 16 in both polls. 
The Tigers’ punishment was 
less harsh in the initial BCS 
rankings, which debuted with 
Missouri at No. 15, though that 
ranking is less important for 
Missouri after losing at Texas.

That means Missouri remains 
the highest ranked team in the 
Big 12 Conference’s North Divi-
sion, staying ahead of Kansas, 
who slipped to No. 19 in the AP 
poll and debuted at No. 23 in the 
BCS because of poor computer 
rankings.

Missouri and Kansas are the 
only two Top 25 teams who 
have lost two games this sea-
son. Neither team has lost to 
an opponent ranked outside the 
top 15.

Elsewhere in the conference, 
Texas garnered every first-
place vote in the AP poll and all 
but three in the coaches’ poll to 
remain No. 1. The Longhorns 
were one of four Big 12 South 
teams in this week’s Top 10, 
joined by No. 4 Oklahoma, No. 
7 Oklahoma State and No. 8 
Texas Tech. The Cowboys were 
the only team with a different 
BCS ranking, settling at No. 6.

After a week with few upsets 

at the top of the polls, only four 
teams in the AP’s Top 10 saw 
their ranking change. Okla-
homa State and Texas Tech 
flipped spots after the Cowboys 
crushed Baylor, 38-6, while the 
Red Raiders struggled with 
Texas A&M for a half before 
cruising to a 43-25 victory.

Outside of the Big 12, Ala-
bama, Penn State and Southern 
California rounded out the top 
five in the BCS rankings. Geor-
gia followed Oklahoma State at 
No. 7, and Ohio State followed 
Texas Tech at No. 9. The biggest 
surprise in the BCS rankings 
was Florida, who was fourth 
in the AP poll but 10th in the 
BCS. A low computer ranking 
knocked the Gators to the edge 
of the Top 10. No team outside 
the AP’s top 10 was ranked in 
the BCS’s top 10.

LSU, Utah, Boise State, South 
Florida and TCU came in as 
the next five teams in the AP 

poll. The Horned Frogs made 
the biggest jump of anyone, 
going from unranked to No. 15 
on the strength of their win 
over Brigham Young. Utah and 
Boise State continued to hold 
the inside track on stealing a 
BCS bid, which requires a rank-
ing of No. 12 or higher in the 
final rankings. Utah came in at 
11th in the BCS, giving them a 
slight edge for now over Boise 
State, who was 12th.

Pittsburgh, Brigham Young, 
Kansas and Ball State followed 
Missouri in rounding out the 
AP’s top 20. The final five 
teams in the Top 25 were Geor-
gia Tech, Tulsa, Boston College, 
Florida State and Minnesota.

Virginia Tech, North Caro-
lina, Michigan State, Wake For-
est, Vanderbilt and California 
all lost and dropped out of the 
rankings.

BCS STANDINGS: ... No. 14 Texas Christian, No. 15 Missouri, No. 16 South Florida ...

Latest rankings gentle on Tigers’ pride

HARRY CABLUCK/The Associated Press

Coach Gary Pinkel walks off the field at half time during MU’s 
56-31 loss at Texas. The Tigers fell five spots in both polls this 
week. MU is No. 15 in the season’s first BCS rankings. MU 
hosts Colorado at 5:30 p.m., Saturday.

Tyler Hansen rushed 
for 86 yards and threw 
for a touchdown.
By arnie staPleton
The Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — Did the 
Colorado Buffaloes just join the 
League of Quarterbacks?

Time will tell, but they sure 
put themselves into position 
to do so by stripping the red-
shirtoff athletic freshman 
Tyler Hansen at midseason and 
unleashing this unknown sig-
nal-caller on the Big 12 Confer-
ence and the astounded Kan-
sas State Wildcatson Saturday 
night.

The Buffaloes (4-3, 1-2) prob-
ably saved their season with the 
bold move, their 14-13 win snap-
ping a three-game skid. They’re 
now two wins shy of another 
bowl game, that all-important 

extra month of workouts and 
acknowledgment to alumni and 
fans alike that the school is 
heading in the right direction.

Nobody’s going to confuse 
Hansen with Texas’ Colt McCoy, 
Missouri’s Chase Daniel, Texas 
Tech’s Graham Harrell, Kan-
sas’ Todd Reesing, Oklahoma’s 
Sam Bradford or Kansas State’s 
Josh Freeman.

Not yet, anyway.
But the Buffs are an entirely 

different team with Hansen 
under center.

“Any quarterback who can 
move halfway decent is a sur-
prise, from watching our team,” 
said incumbent sophomore 
Cody Hawkins, the admittedly 
unathletic son of coach Dan 
Hawkins.

Cody Hawkins sounds like 
Hansen’s biggest fan, saying 

New Colorado QB 
loses redshirt, but 
appears promising

Resurgent Rams roll 
against dismal Dallas

TOM GANNAM/The Associated Press

Rams running back Steven Jackson runs past Cowboys 
linebacker Bradie James on Sunday. Jackson gained 160 yards.

St. Louis is 2-0 under 
Jim Haslett after 
drubbing the Cowboys.
By r.B. Fallstrom
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Even on the 
road, the chorus of “Romo!, 
Romo!” from Dallas Cowboys’ 
fans was easily audible at the 
start of the second half.

Tony Romo told the coaching 
staff after pregame warmups 
he wasn’t up to playing with a 
broken right pinkie. He was in 
uniform, giving fans false hope, 
but they were stuck with Brad 
Johnson.

The 40-year-old backup quar-
terback couldn’t keep up with a 
suddenly potent, opportunistic 
St. Louis Rams’ offense, throw-
ing three interceptions. Steven 

Jackson ran for 160 yards on 25 
carries with three touchdowns, 
and the Rams (2-4) looked 
like contenders instead of sad 
sacks for the second  consecu-
tive game under new coach Jim 
Haslett in a surprisingly easy 
34-14 victory on Sunday.

“It was a tough day for all of 
us,” Johnson said. “We had mis-
cues across the board.”

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
admitted after the game that 
he thought his franchise had 
enough to beat the Rams despite 
Romo’s injury and the suspen-
sion of cornerback Adam “Pac-
man” Jones. Adding to the woes, 
Jerry Jones said after the game 
that safety Roy Williams would 
miss the rest of the season after 
breaking his right forearm for 
the second time.

Please see Big 12, page 2B

Please see rams, page 2B

IMPROBABLE RAYS

By Fred goodall
The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Down 
to their last chance, the Tampa Bay 
Rays left no doubt they were World 
Series-worthy, after all.

The young Rays completed a stun-
ning run to their first pennant, hold-
ing off the defending champion Bos-
ton Red Sox 3-1 Sunday night behind 
Matt Garza’s masterful pitching in 
Game 7 of the AL championship 
series.

The Rays nearly let it slip away 
when they blew a seven-run lead 
late in Game 5 and lost meekly Sat-
urday night. But when rookie David 
Price struck out J.D. Drew with the 
bases loaded to end the eighth inning, 
Tampa Bay showed it had plenty of 
resolve, too.

Baseball’s doormat since start-
ing play in 1998, the Rays were a 
200-1 shot to win the World Series 

before the season started. Now, they 
will host the Philadelphia Phillies in 
Game 1 Wednesday night.

Willy Aybar hit a home run and 
Evan Longoria and Rocco Baldelli 
also drove in runs to support Garza, 
who limited the defending champions 
to Dustin Pedroia’s first-inning home 
run and Jason Bay’s one-out single in 
the seventh to end Boston’s bid for a 
third pennant in five years.

Four more wins and manager Joe 
Maddon’s bunch will become the first 
team to go from worst in the majors 
to World Series champion in just one 
season.

Longoria’s fourth-inning double off 
Jon Lester erased a 1-0 lead the Red 
Sox took on Dustin Pedroia first-
inning homer. Baldelli’s single on an 

MARK HUMPHREY/The Associated Press

The Tampa Bays Rays celebrate their first trip to the World Series after defeating the Boston Red Sox on Sunday.

Garza pitches Tampa Bay past Boston for win

TIM DONNELLY/The Associated Press

Red Sox manager Terry Francona 
watches Boston’s chance of going 
to the World Series come to an end 
during the ninth inning.

Please see tamPa Bay, page 2B


