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For weeks now, Missouri foot-
ball players have heard about it. 
Assistant coaches have preached 
the message during position 
meetings. Coach Gary Pinkel 
has drilled the point home before 
games.

He tells them November rep-
resents the season’s most pivotal 
month. He tells them possible 
division championships, BCS 
bowl aspirations and long-lived 
legacies are presented to those 
who peak.

“It’s definitely a different 
attitude,” defensive end Stryk-
er Sulak said. “Coach Pinkel 
changed our mind about a lot of 
things. Winning in November is 
finishing the season the right 
way. That’s something he has 
been preaching for a while and a 
lot of the guys are starting to buy 
into it, and you’re seeing results 
from it.”

Missouri has navigated through 
its first two November tests with 
two more left. Players and coach-
es say an emphasis on finishing 
with focus has served the team 
well the past two seasons.

This wasn’t always the case, 
though. Before 2007, Missouri 
struggled to close in November. 
From 2001 to 2006, the Tigers 

held a 7-13 record in Novem-
ber under Pinkel. The last loss 
occurred in 2006 against Iowa 
State, which had been winless in 
Big 12 Conference play to that 
point.

Since then, Missouri has found 
success. Starting with a victory 
against Kansas in 2006, Mis-
souri has won seven consecu-
tive games during the month. 
Coaches credit maturation and 
resiliency in overcoming the 
late-season grind.

“I think our guys have done a 
good job of it since last year,” 
wide receivers coach Andy Hill 
said. “You can take pride in the 
fact that you grind it out each 
week. I think for a team to be suc-
cessful and to finish out strong, 
you need to grind it out.”

Players say Pinkel has present-
ed USC as an example for Mis-
souri’s program. Under coach 
Pete Carroll, the Trojans have 
mastered their November sched-
ule. Since Carroll arrived before 
the 2001 season, the Trojans are 
undefeated in 25 games during 
the month against Notre Dame 
and Pac-10 Conference compe-
tition. Since 2002, the Trojans 
have claimed two national cham-
pionships and at least a share of 
the Pac-10 Conference title each 
year.

Missouri’s remaining Novem-
ber schedule appears manage-
able. The Tigers face Iowa State 
(2-8, 0-6 Big 12 Conference) on 
Saturday in Ames, Iowa. The 
Cyclones have dropped eight 
consecutive games since win-
ning their first two.

Two weeks later, Missouri will 
close its regular-season schedule 
against Kansas in Kansas City. 
The Jayhawks have lost three 
of their past four contests and 
are expected to fall to No. 3 
Texas on Saturday. If Texas wins 
and Missouri beats Iowa State, 
the Tigers will claim consecu-
tive Big 12 North titles and join 
Nebraska and Colorado (twice) 
as the only Big 12 North schools 
to claim consecutive division 
crowns since the conference 
began in 1996.

“A lot of teams tend to get 
comfortable where they are at 
right now and tend to lose sight 
of what’s going on,” defensive 
tackle Ziggy Hood said. “Instead 
of trying to focus hard and finish 
strong, they tend to let up.

“It seems like we tend to lose 
focus every now and then, and 
when we do lose focus, that’s 
when people tend to spring up 
big ones on us.”

Said quarterback Chase Dan-
iel: “November is the month to 

remember. That’s how it has been 
since I’ve got here. I think last 
year, the team really bought the 
mantra of that. We just have to 
keep it up. We don’t want to look 
forward or look into the past.”

Looking into the past doesn’t 
interest Pinkel. He said Novem-
ber provides him with an addi-
tional spice in his demeanor, and 
he’s eager to confront what lies 
ahead.

“I’m anxious,” he said. “I’m 
thinking about the team every 
second. I always am, but when 
you get in this position, this is 
what you coach for. This is what 
you play for.”

By JULIA VAN HORN
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The first round of the NCAA women’s soc-
cer tournament kicks off Friday with Big 12 
Conference champion Missouri serving as 
one of 16 regional hosts.

At 4 p.m. at Walton Stadium, Illinois plays 
Memphis. No. 10-ranked Missouri plays 
Evansville at 7 p.m.

Missouri is seeded fourth in its bracket 
after finishing the season 15-5-1. North Car-
olina (19-1-2) received the top seed, Florida 
(17-3-1) is seeded second and Texas A&M 
(15-4-1) is seeded third.

This is the second consecutive year the 
Tigers have competed in the NCAA tourna-
ment, falling in the second round last year in 
a double overtime loss to eventual national 
champion Southern California. It will be the 
fourth time the Missouri program has hosted 
a regional.

“We’re real-
ly excited to 
see how far we 
can get in the 
tou r na ment 
this year,” 
senior Mallo-
ry Forst said. 
“We used to be 
a team where 
there would be 
starters and 
there would be 
subs, and there was a fine line between those 
positions. But this is the first year that we 
can play anyone on the bench.”

The 2008 season has been a record-setting 
one for the Tigers. The team’s 13 regular-
season victories set a school record, as did 
its 11 shutouts and 21 points in conference 
play. They enter Walton Stadium on an eight-
game home winning streak, the longest in 
the program’s history.

Evansville (13-4-2) received a bid after 
winning the Missouri Valley Conference 
tournament on Sunday. Seniors Kayla Lam-
bert and Mia Tofano, both from Las Vegas, 
lead the Purple Ace’s offense as two of the 
top three scorers in the Missouri Valley 
Conference. It will be the fourth tournament 
appearance for Evansville.
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QUITE ALIKE 
Two MU freshmen have 
more in common than just 
their Kansas high school 
careers. Page 3B

Please see SOccER, page 2B

*Suspect engraved asterisk            
   on telephone trophy*

2001 ISU 20-14
2002 ISU 42-35
2003 MU 45-7
2004 MU 17-14
2005 MU 27-24
2006 ISU 21-16 *
2007 MU 42-28

History: The Telephone Trophy is given to the winner of 
the annual Missouri - Iowa State game. It was last seen with 
an asterisk etched next to the 2006 score, which is engraved 
on the trophy. Nobody has admitted to etching the asterisk. 

reward: $0

MU aims for no-loss November

By DAVID UBBEN
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

It’s just a simple star. 
Something that sends your 

eyes plunging toward the bot-
tom of the page in anticipation 
of a footnote. 

But diehard Tiger football 
fans needs no explanation for 
asterisk that has been etched 
into the Telephone Trophy. 

The events of Nov. 18, 2006, 
tell the story of why the aster-
isk landed next to that all-
too-memorable “ISU 21-16.” 
Records say Iowa State beat 
Missouri that day, but plenty of 
Missouri fans disagreed. 

But in spite of that, ear-
lier this week Missouri team 
spokesman Chad Moller and 
coach Gary Pinkel spoke and 
decided to have the asterisk 
removed, regardless of who 
originally had it engraved.

“We both agreed, it’s not 
right for that to be on there,” 

Moller said.
When the Tigers travel to 

Ames on Saturday, the Tele-
phone Trophy will be asterisk-
free.

“That’s fine, it’s good that it’s 
off,” said Tom Kroeschell, Iowa 
State sports information direc-
tor. “But it’s not a big deal.”

Team officials wouldn’t 
reveal whose workshop would 
be re-engraving the curious 
piece of hardware.

Just as mysterious is the 
identity of whoever originally 
engraved the trophy. Someone 
evidently disagreed strongly 
enough with the result of that 
Missouri-Iowa State game to 
carve the asterisk. The only 
question that remains is, 
“Who?”   

Today, members of the Mis-
souri Tiger football team say 
the game no longer matters. 
They say they’re past it. They 
say two years is a long time. 

But it’s hard to imagine that 
the reminders of that night-
mare won’t be everywhere 
when they trot back onto the 
field at Jack Trice Stadium 
on Saturday for the first time 
since that disputed game.

“We know we won the foot-
ball game,” coach Gary Pinkel 
said on the Monday after his 
team lost, acknowledging that 
the record books wouldn’t 
agree, and despite an apology 
from the Big 12 Conference for 
what it ruled an incorrect call. 

The Tigers were three feet 
away from avoiding the embar-
rassment of a loss to a team 
that was winless in the Big 12 
that season.

Fourth-and-goal on the 1-
yard line, 26 seconds to play. 
Missouri’s ball. 

“I just remember it was cold, 
I had my eyes closed and I was 
just waiting for the end result,” 

Tigers soccer 
team seeks  
new success

Missouri ready 
for extended 
3-point line
By LUKE THOmPSON
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

In basketball, a foot isn’t a lot space. It’s 
less than a dribble, or even a step. But 
some coaches, like Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski, 
believe it could make a huge difference.

The NCAA will find out soon enough with 
a new rule change this season, moving the 
men’s 3-point line from 19 feet, 9 inches away 
from the basket to 20 feet, 9 inches. Missouri 
has been practicing with the new line on the 
court since the rule was made official early 
in the offseason, and the Tigers will play 
their first official game with it Saturday at 
Mizzou Arena against Prairie View A&M.

“Hopefully it’ll take away those guys that 
aren’t really good shooters,” MU coach Mike 
Anderson said.

As for how it will affect the Tigers, Ander-
son believes he has more shooters with 3-
point range than he did last season when 
M issou r i 
made just 
more than 
a third of 
its 3-point 
attempts. 
But exclud-
ing Justin 
S a f f o r d , 
who made 
seven of 19 
a t tempt s 
f r o m 
behind the arc, the Tigers lost their three 
most accurate 3-point shooters: Marshall 
Brown, Stefhon Hannah and Keon Law-
rence.

Anderson said the new distance shouldn’t 
affect the Tigers ability to shoot the three, 
especially with guys like Matt Lawrence, 
Marcus Denmon and Miguel Paul, who fre-
quently shoot from well beyond the line. For 
Missouri, the biggest impact of the new rule 
will be the extra floor space.

“It won’t change how we try to play,” 
Anderson said. “At the same time, its intent 
is to open up the spacing and the lanes to get 
to the basket for post players.”

Missouri’s up-tempo offense relies heavily 
on spreading the floor with its quick guards, 
and Matt Lawrence is confident it will help 
give the Tigers’ big men more room to oper-
ate. If the Tigers can make shots from long 
range, the extra foot should help players that 
excel at penetrating with the basketball, like 

Saturday’s game
No. 12 missouri (8-2, 4-2) at  
      Iowa State (2-8, 0-6)

WHEN: 5:30 p.m.

WHERE: Jack Trice Stadium

RADIO: KFRU/1400 AM

TV: FSN

Come to ColumbiaMissourian.com 
during the Tigers’ next football 

game and enjoy a second-screen 
experience that puts you deep in 

the action. 

Saturday’s game
missouri vs.  
Prairie View A&m

WHEN: 3:30 p.m.

WHERE: Mizzou Arena

RADIO: KFRU/1400 AM

TV: KZOU

Tonight’s game
NcAA Women’s Soccer 
Tournament 

No. 4 missouri (15-5-1) vs.  
Evansville (Ind.) (13-4-2)

WHEN: 7 p.m.

WHERE: Walton Stadium

Please see ARc, page 2B

Please see ASTERISK, page 2B


