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Come Celebrate Constitution Day with the 
League of Women Voters of Columbia-Boone County

Wednesday, September 17, 2008
Columbia Public Library - Friends Room

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. (Refreshments at 6:30 p.m.)
Bill of Rights read by local students

"My Favorite Constitutional Right" with speakers: Jim Robertson (Managing Editor, Columbia Daily Tribune)

Craig Van Matre (Van Matre, Harrison & Volkert)

Christina E Wells (University of Missouri Law School)
Co-sponsored by: Columbia Public Library, Peace Studies, Islamic Center, Boone County Bar Association, Freedom of Information Coalition, 

Centro Latino, ACLU, Jewish Student Organization & Hillel the Jewish Campus Center and the Human Rights Commission

This event is sponsored (in part) by a grant from the Program on Constitutional and Legal Policy of the Open Society and the 
League of Women Voters - "where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement"

mental engineering consultant 
and former MU water engineer-
ing professor, is more uneasy. 
He would rather see “a more 
urgent treatment” than a full 
year’s worth of testing.

He said adding ammonia to 
neutralize the chlorine’s insta-
bility could reduce the levels of 
trihalomethane. He said many 
other cities use this approach 
and that it actually decreases 
the chlorine taste in the water.

The city has considered the 
use of ammonia, but more test-
ing needs to be done, Kacprow-
icz said.

Levels of trihalomethane in 
the city’s drinking water have 
exceeded the threshold set by 
the federal government.

Chlorine is necessary to get 
rid of bacteria and other water-
borne diseases. The city, in 
response to the higher trihalo-
methane levels, decreased the 
amount of chlorine used in the 
treatment process.

“It’s a balancing act,” 
O’Connor said. “You need to 
keep a residual amount of dis-
infectant in order to control 
microbial growth, but then 
there’s going to be trihalometh-
anes. You walk a tightrope.”

Water: 
Ammonia a 
possible fix 
to balance 
chlorine
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sportswriters have covered the 
team for the publication. As 
the school and newspaper look 
back in celebration of their 
centennials this week, hear-
ing the perspectives of some 
of these writers provides a 
clearer view of how special the 
Tigers’ recent rise has been.

Last season Tiger fans saw 
how quickly attitudes change 
when a team accomplishes his-
tory. 

“I don’t think Missouri fans 
suddenly got passionate with 
a good team,” said Wright 
Thompson, who covered the 
Tigers for the Missourian in 
2000 and now works for ESPN.
com. “I think it’s the other way 
around. I feel a good team is a 
reward for people who’ve sat 
through a lot of bad games and 
a lot of bad heartbreaks in a lot 
of sports.”

And when they’ve come, the 
heartbreaks have been legend-
ary. 

For every Orange Bowl 
appearance — one of the 
program’s highlights, a shut-
out loss to Georgia in 1960 
— there’s a fifth down against 
Colorado in 1990 or the “Flea 
Kicker” against Nebraska in 
1997.

Pat Forde, a 1987 MU gradu-
ate who also works for ESPN.
com, said the scene in the lock-
er room after the Tigers’ 1986 
matchup with Oklahoma  in 
Norman was one he’ll never 
forget.

Widenhofer, just minutes 
after coaching what is still the 
most lopsided loss in school his-
tory, slunk towards the group 
of reporters, his eyes dodging 
commiserating glances as he 
faced the legion of notepads.

“He didn’t have to say much,” 
Forde said.

Justin Heckert, a 2002 MU 
graduate, covered the Tigers 
in 2000, the late Larry Smith’s 
final season coaching at MU. 
Heckert also covered the hir-
ing process that brought cur-
rent coach Gary Pinkel to 
Columbia. The Tigers won 
three games in Smith’s final 

season, a low point that came 
just a few years before Brad 
Smith engineered the begin-
ning of the program’s turn-
around in the form of an 8-5 
sophomore season. At the time, 
that was just the third winning 
campaign for MU since 1983.

Heckert called the recent 
success “astonishing.”

Even good seasons came 
filled with head-scratching 
moments. 

In 1982, quarterback Marlon 
Adler led the 4-4-2 Tigers into 
a season finale with Kansas, 
which MU won.  

“After the game, Marlon 
looks at me and says, ‘Oh man, 
I just didn’t want us to end up 
at 4-4-4,’ ” said Chuck Finder, 
the Missourian’s MU football 
beat writer in 1982. “And I 
was just like, ‘Oh man, do the 
math, Marlon, you only play 11 
games.’ ”

But that was then.
Fateful bounces off cleats 

have been replaced by painted 
turf implanted into opposing 
quarterbacks’ helmets, punctu-
ating wins. Shutout losses have 
been replaced by an explosive 
offense. 

Heckert, a Cape Girardeau 
native who grew up a Tigers 
fan, said he was always opti-
mistic about MU football, but 
even in his wildest dreams, a 
season with this much hype 
and excitement and this many 
expectations was more than he 
ever imagined.

“The state of the program 
when we covered it, in my 
mind, there was just an over-
whelming sense of hopeless-
ness,” Heckert said. 

But no matter what this 
year’s team accomplishes, the 
program is plenty of double-
digit win seasons from real 
respect, Forde said. 

“Missouri’s profile has risen, 
but it’s still not USC, Ohio State, 
Florida, Georgia,” he said. 
“There are still people who 
say, ‘Well, Missouri’s a nice, 
cute little program,’ as opposed 
to looking at them and saying, 
‘That’s a national champion-
ship contender.’ ”

Sports: Program 
not at top yet

ics proposal campaign limits, 
and I adhere to that proposal 
that I put forward,” GOP candi-
date and Congressman Kenny 
Hulshof said.

Nixon accused Hulshof of 
changing his mind about the 
limits.

“He said that he would sign 
the bill ending campaign limits, 
then he said that the problem 
with that bill was the passive 
committees and recently has 
passed hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, even after the lim-
its were off through those very 
committees,” Nixon said. “That 
might be the way they work in 
Washington, but in Jeff City and 
Missouri, that’s not the double-
speak we operate under.”

Both candidates attacked their 
opponent’s education plans.

Nixon touted his Missouri 
Promise Program, which adds 
to the current A+ School Pro-
gram and allows students who 
complete community service 
and meet other factors to finish 
their degree at a four-year uni-
versity for free.

Hulshof said such a program 
would push students into com-
munity college as a first option.

“We shouldn’t pick commu-
nity colleges at the expense of 
four-year institutions,” Hulshof 
said.

On elementary and second-
ary education, Hulshof said he 
wants to offer incentives for new 
math and science teachers.

In his opening statements, 

Hulshof said he was the only 
candidate concerned about St. 
Louis and Kansas City schools.

Nixon said he wants to rewrite 
the foundation formula, which 
determines how much money 
public schools receive and also 
said Missouri should not give 
vouchers to private schools.

“None of these plans will work 
if we take public money and 
give it to private schools,” Nixon 
said.

The two candidates also 
argued about the state’s health 
care system. Nixon proposed 
reversing the Medicaid cuts 
made in 2005 and restoring 
Medicaid in Missouri.

“We’ve turned away almost 
$1.5 billion that you and I’ve 
paid in taxes that’s now being 
used for health care in other 
states,” Nixon said. “That is sim-
ply not smart financially and 
wrong morally to live in a state 
where there’s a 3-year-old with 
a fever and there’s nothing they 
can do.”

Hulshof supports private 
health care that is subsidized by 
the state for those who cannot 
pay the premium.

“HealthMAX is a comprehen-
sive plan that first of all deals 
with those on the low economic 
rungs of our state that no longer 
qualify for Medicaid,” Hulshof 
said.

The rest of the debate covered 
issues such as energy, includ-
ing the proposed nuclear power 
plant in Callaway County, and 
road safety.

The debate consisted of only 
seven questions, in part because 
of the inclusion of Libertarian 
candidate Andy Finkenstadt and 
Constitutional Party candidate 
Greg Thompson.

Finkenstadt and Thompson 
both expressed appreciation for 
being included in the debate, 
and Finkenstadt joked about 
not worrying about campaign 
contribution limits because he 
would “love to hit the campaign 
limit.”

One issue all candidates 
agreed on was if they would 
resolve the pending lawsuit 
against Republican Gov. Matt 
Blunt regarding the improper 
storage of state e-mails. The 
lawsuit is not expected to be 
resolved before the end of the 
Blunt administration.

The debate at MU was spon-
sored by the Missouri Press 
Association and occurred in 
conjunction with the centennial 
of the MU School of Journal-
ism. 

ALICIA SCHAMBURG/Missourian

Democrat Chris Koster, left, and Republican Michael R. Gibbons, candidates for attorney 
general, debate in Gannett Hall at MU on Wednesday. Go to ColumbiaMissourian.com to read 
about this debate and people’s reactions to Wednesday’s debates.

Debate: Programs for 
schools a central issue 

On ColumbiaMissourian.com
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More debates

The Missouri Press Associa-
tion today will host a series of 
debates between candidates for 
other statewide offices as part of 
its annual conference at Stoney 
Creek Inn. Here’s the schedule:

9:15 a.m.: Lieutenant governor

10:15 a.m.: Secretary of state

11:15 a.m.: State treasurer
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