
TODAY’S WEATHER
HIgh: 75. Low: 52. Partly sunny 

during the day and cloudy at night.

See Page 2A

Our 101st  
year, #49

3 sections

40 pages

6      54051          90850         3

50 cents WWW.COLUMBIAMISSOURIAN.COMNovember 2, 2008

GETTING IT RIGHT
The Missourian’s policy is to check 
all local stories for accuracy before 
publication. If you are a source of 
information, and we don’t double-
check it with you, let us know. If 
you spot a mistake, please let us 
know that, too. Call Executive 
Editor Tom Warhover at 573-882-
5734.

Daylight saving time ends

An unlicensed Iowa 
gun dealer is linked 
to an officer’s death.
By CHELSEY POLLOCK
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The gun that was used to 
shoot and kill Columbia police 
Officer Molly Bowden in 
2005 has been traced to an 
unlicensed firearms dealer in 
Iowa, Colum-
bia police 
said Friday.

The 
Bureau of 
Alcohol, 
Tobacco, 
Firearms 
and Explo-
sives traced 
the Smith & 
Wesson .380 
caliber semi-
automatic 
pistol to Bela 
Hummel 
in Eldon, Iowa. The 73-year-
old had been selling weapons 
without a license since 1990, 
according to a news release 
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Southern District of 
Iowa, and had over 700 weap-
ons in his business inventory.

On Oct. 24, Hummel was 
ordered by U.S. District Court 
Judge Ronald Longstaff to turn 
over the weapons in what is 
considered one of the largest 
firearm forfeitures in the his-
tory of the Southern District of 
Iowa, the release states. Fur-
ther, Hummel has agreed to 
give up over 50 of his personal 
firearms instead of paying a 
fine. He will also serve 100 
hours of community service, 
serve three years of probation 

and pay $100 to the Crime Vic-
tims Fund.

Richard T. Evans used the 
handgun in question to shoot 
Bowden in January 2005 after 
Bowden pulled him over on 
Nifong Boulevard. He later 
used the gun to shoot another 
officer and then kill himself 
after he fled from police. 
Bowden died a month later in 
the hospital as a result of her 
injuries. The other officer, 
Curtis Brown, went through 
months of rehabilitation and 
eventually returned to active 
duty.

Capt. Brian Nelson of the 
Columbia Police Department 
said guns involved in crimes 
are subjected to analysis 
including ballistics testing to 
determine if the gun has been 
used in any other crimes in 
Missouri. In this case, howev-
er, the department notified the 
bureau immediately and asked 
for its help in tracing the gun 
back to its source.

“We thought it was important 
in this case because the gun 
had been involved in the shoot-
ing of one of our officers,” Nel-
son said.

The bureau’s investigation 
is based primarily on serial 
numbers, which it used to track 
the gun back to Hummel’s 
illegal business, Nelson said. 
The bureau then made several 
undercover purchases before 
arresting Hummel for selling 
unlicensed firearms.

Nelson said the department 
doesn’t know exactly how the 
gun got to Evans, though it 
passed through several hands 
along the way.

“That’s probably something 
we’ll never know,” he said.

Firearms must be 
forfeited to court

MOLLY 
BOWDEN

Standard time begins today at 2 a.m.  
Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour.

By JONATHON BRADEN
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

About two years ago, John Clark hollered at 
John McCain at a convention of American pris-
oners of war.

He walked up to the senior senator from 
Arizona, shook his hand and exchanged a few 
pleasant words.

After a brief visit with his fellow prisoners of 
war, McCain was on his way.

Clark’s relationship with McCain is distant 
these days. The two haven’t talked much since 
McCain was elected a U.S. senator in 1982.

But there was a time when the two men were 
closer than either would have liked. Clark and 
McCain were prisoners of war together at the 
Hoa Lo prison, or the “Hanoi Hilton,” in Viet-
nam.

They endured solitary confinement, the 
cement slabs the North Vietnamese called beds 
and the torture inflicted upon them. They also 
experienced the camaraderie that is comes of 
captivity.

They played bridge. They shared story after 
story. And they made it home to talk about it.

Clark calls the 30 or so men who were held at 
the Hanoi Hilton toward the end of the Vietnam 
War some of the “meanest and ornery” Ameri-
cans captured during the war. He speaks of 
McCain with the highest regard.

Yet, as McCain and Barack Obama vie for 
every last vote as Election Day draws near, 
Clark isn’t saying whether he’ll be voting for 
McCain or Obama.

“I know there can’t be anybody that cares 
about the country more than John McCain,” 
Clark said. “I have great regard for him as an 
individual and as a patriot.”

In May 1972, the North Vietnamese moved a 
large group of American prisoners to near the 
border of China and Vietnam from the Hanoi 
Hilton. But almost 30 of them remained at the 
Hanoi Hilton, Clark said, including him and 
McCain.

Clark said the North Vietnamese held back 

ALICIA SCHAMBURG/Missourian

John Clark holds prisoner-of-war bracelets that people wore during his six years as a POW in 
Vietnam. Bracelets were worn by those who may not have know the prisoner but wanted to 
show their respects.

‘I just had to 
survive on my own’
Former Vietnam prisoner of war recounts time 

in captivity, camaraderie with John McCain

More online
Find this article, along with other articles relating to Molly 
Bowden’s death, online at ColumbiaMissourian.com.

Please see CLARK, page 8A

MU barely passes Baylor 31-28 PAGE 1BHow to rally with Palin
We have information on Gov. Sarah 
Palin’s speech in Jefferson City on 
Monday morning. PAGE 4A.

By JONATHON BRADEN
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

About two years ago, John Clark 
hollered at Republican presiden-
tial candidate John McCain at a 
convention of American prison-
ers of war. He walked up to the 
senior senator from Arizona, 
shook his hand and exchanged a 
few pleasant words.

After a brief visit with his fellow 
prisoners of war, McCain was on 
his way.

Clark’s relationship with McCain 
is distant these days. The two 
haven’t talked much since Mc-
Cain was elected a U.S. senator 
in 1982.

But there was a time when the 
two men were closer than either 
would have liked. Clark and 
McCain were prisoners of war 
together at the Hoa Lo prison, or 
the “Hanoi Hilton,” in Vietnam.

They endured solitary confine-
ment, the cement slabs the North 
Vietnamese called beds and the 
torture inflicted upon them. They 
also experienced the camaraderie 
that is borne out of captivity.

They played bridge. They shared 
story after story. And they made 
it home to talk about it.

Clark calls the 30 or so men who 
were held at the Hanoi Hilton to-
ward the end of the Vietnam War 
some of the “meanest and or-
nery” Americans captured during 
the war. He speaks of McCain 
with the highest regard.

Notes
My editor said he received a tip from a reliable source that a man in 
Columbia had lived with John McCain at the Hanoi Hilton. I visited 
John Clark at his house after failed attempts to reach him by telephone. 
We finally convened one Monday afternoon, and after an hour and a 
half of talking, he said he some other tasks to complete for the day. In 
the space I had, I tried to capture what he, McCain and others endured.

Former POW shares experiences living with McCain 
Published Nov. 2, 2008



Yet, as McCain and Barack Obama vie for every last vote as Election Day draws near, Clark isn’t saying wheth-
er he’ll be voting for McCain or Obama.

“I know there can’t be anybody that cares about the country more than John McCain,” Clark said. “I have great 
regard for him as an individual and as a patriot.”

In May 1972, the North Vietnamese moved a large group of American prisoners to near the border of China 
and Vietnam from the Hanoi Hilton. But almost 30 of them remained at the Hanoi Hilton, Clark said, including 
himself and McCain.

Clark said the North Vietnamese held back the chosen American prisoners of war to guard against U.S. bomb-
ing of Hanoi, which, if it was Vietnam’s strategy, didn’t work. But he excludes himself from the group’s tough 
distinction. Clark said he was held back because of his illnesses.

“I just wasn’t as tough and mean as those guys,” Clark said.

For most of the almost six years Clark was a prisoner of war, he battled the occasional severe cases of asthma 
and malaria.

The native and resident of Columbia said he acquired malaria in the summer of 1967, a few months after his 
RF-4C fighter plane was shot down near the border of Vietnam and Laos. The asthma started during the winter 
of ’67.

“I couldn’t breathe and I couldn’t talk and I was very weak. I was pretty close to dying,” Clark said. “I didn’t 
have any medical care. I just had to survive on my own.”

Fellow prisoner of war Dan Glenn lived with Clark for a time in Vietnam.

“The first few years you sort of lived in terror of somebody coming in and taking you out,” Glenn said. “You 
never knew what was going on.”

He wasn’t held back with the last Hanoi Hilton group. But he remembers well the 20 x 60 foot room they stayed 
in.

A 14 x 45 concrete slab rested in the center of the room. Initially, all of the prisoners were to sleep there. But 
some offered to sleep on the concrete floor, so each prisoner on the slab had about 28 inches from side to side.

Busted up concrete exposed the aging prison. Grease spots soaked the slab, places where other bodies had laid 
for years.

“You knew you weren’t the first person that lived there,” Glenn said.

Plain, whitewashed walls symbolized the dullness of the prison. Straw mats blocked the view of the outside 
world through the arched windows with metal bars.

“But it was good to have roommates,” said Glenn, who lives in Cuchara, Colo., and sees Clark at least once a 
year.

The men taught each other foreign languages, such as Spanish, French or German. At night, someone would tell 



the story of a movie, Glenn said.

They also fixed things, or at least Clark did. He earned himself the nickname of “Gyro,” after Disney’s “Gyro 
Gearloose,” because of his mechanical skills.

The prisoners stayed in Hanoi until American B-52s began heavily bombing the city around Christmas 1972. 
Clark and others remained inside the Hanoi Hilton during the air raid, peeking out the windows and often cheer-
ing the American forces.

In February 1973, after five years and 11 months as a prisoner of war, John Clark regained his life.

He returned to a wife who had moved on, but Clark had new freedom. He earned his M.B.A. from MU, eventu-
ally retiring as the water engineer for the city of Columbia.

He has been awarded two Purple Hearts, two Legions of Merit and an array of other military honors. His home 
office is chalk-full of military books. As he talks, he thinks about penning one himself about all of his experi-
ences, something he’s been approached about in the past. He says he’s OK for now, though.

Since McCain returned to the states, he’s written articles and books about leadership and his experiences. He 
eventually pursued the career that has him days away from possibly winning the presidential election.

At the time, in the Hanoi Hilton, Clark said he didn’t see McCain as a future senator or president. He saw a 
comrade struggling to survive like the rest of them.

“You were respected for that time, that place and who you were,” Clark said. “(McCain) was just another one of 
the guys who had overcome enormous difficulties.”


