
on the community, and it should 
have an impact on the commu-
nity,” Windham said.

She also has personally felt 
the effects of crime since mov-
ing to Columbia three years ago, 
noting that there have been stab-
bings, shootings and physical 

and sexual assaults close to her 
home and work.

“I’ve lived in a lot of high-
crime, large cities in my life, 
including Chicago, Denver and 
Los Angeles,” she said. “And 
since I moved to Columbia, I 
personally have been impacted 
more by violent crime than I 

have in my entire life.”
Contrasting declining vio-

lent crime, more Columbia citi-
zens were affected by property 
crimes this year.

Schwartze said the state of 
the economy and unemploy-
ment rates have played a role 
in the increase in those crimes 
as well. 

“Particularly for property 
crimes, when the economy 
starts going south and unem-
ployment starts going up, we 
tend to be busier,” Schwartze 
said. “People still need to feed 
their families and support their 
drug habits, and when they don’t 
have a steady job to do that 
anymore, they tend to steal or 
burglarize.”

Dresner emphasized locking 
and putting cars in garages and 
putting valuables away as ways 
to stem the property crime tide.

“If people think they can 
live in Columbia and not lock 
anything,” he said, “they are 
wrong.”

By AMANDA KUSHNER
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Brad McConnell has been in 
on the City of Columbia’s vision-
ing process from the beginning. 
He works in renovation, remod-
eling and energy efficiency, but 
he hadn’t found his niche until 
he connected with Homer Page, 
chairman of a new affordable 
housing group, at Thursday 
night’s Vision Showcase at the 
Missouri Theatre Center for 
the Arts.

Page, chairman of the Com-
munity Housing Options board 
of directors, gave a presenta-
tion about the 6-month-old non-
profit organization, which is 
searching for a site to develop 
affordable housing.

Networking, connecting peo-
ple to one another and commu-
nity projects were the goals of 
the showcase. It also strove to  
show that the ideas forColum-
bia’s future, as defined in Imag-
ine Columbia’s Future vision-
ing report, are moving forward, 
said Sarah Read, visioning 
implementation consultant.

“There is a lot of work to 
be done, so we are connecting 
people,” she said.

The showcase consisted of 
three main components: live 
music, community and city 
organization information tables,  
and a brainstorming session. 
The event was held in conjunc-
tion with the Twilight Festival.

The purpose of the music was 
to help reach out to people that 
aren’t involved, a target audi-
ence of the night, Read said. But 
the theater was nearly empty.

Instead, most participants 
were staffing or visiting differ-
ent tables. 

Stephanie Browning, director 
of the Columbia/Boone County 

Health Department, said it was 
good to have everyone in one 
location, so they could make 
connections. Browning told 
attendees about how the health 
department is following Colum-
bia’s goals.

Staffing the Columbia Par-
ents for Public Schools table, 
Tracy Holmquest, a member 
of the organization’s board of 
directors, said everyone had 
the same goal at the showcase.

“Everyone is here for the 
same reason ... awareness is 
vision,” Holmquest said.

Nicholas Peckham, an archi-
tect who worked on the Grant 
Elementary School “Eco School-
house” said he wanted to bring 
about social and environmen-
tal justice. He said everything 
done for the children “counts 
for double” since they are the 
future.

Residents came with ideas for 

the future of Columbia. Partici-
pant Prairie Langille discussed 
changing civic activities, and, 
once the participants split into 
two groups, he suggested creat-
ing a welcome booth downtown 
where volunteers could connect 
with others. His group also sug-
gested a community calendar.

At the end of the conversa-
tions, he said he wanted to cre-
ate “grass roots from grass 
roots.”

These ideas, which date to 
May 2006 when the visioning 
process began, are dynamic 
and provide a vision for the 
next 20 years, said visioning 
co-chair Dianne Drainer.

“The goal is to keep the vision 
energized because it, as I stat-
ed, is looking at how we have 
a vision for Columbia over the 
next 20 years,” Drainer said. 
“This allows engagement of 
citizens.”

this plan is completed, bidding would begin for 
construction companies. 

“A lot of people have contributed and are inter-
ested in the school,” Beck said. “We haven’t had a 
detailed plan to give people, and once we have the 
plan approved, we will help people see the work 
that has been done and gain interest.”

The estimated costs for the building are 
between $14 million and $16 million. This amount 
only includes the building costs, and does not 
include furniture and other related expenses. As 
of Thursday, $5.8 million had been raised, with 

$1.5 million donated by the diocese. 
A committee is currently working on plans for 

the school’s curriculum, activities and athletics. 
Beck said that another committee is working 
on a contest for naming the school. Surveys are 
expected to be distributed through schools and 
other places in the community for people to make 
suggestions. 

The school would open for 9th- and 10th-grade 
students in 2010 and for 11th- and 12th-grade stu-
dents in 2012. Beck said they hope to have 100 to 
200 students in the beginning. The building would 
hold approximately 400 students.
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Crime: Economy, unemployment 
said to fuel more property crimes
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School: Final plan to follow 
approval by City Council 

GOP: McCain also promises action 
on foreign oil, unresponsive schools

Showcase connects city visions

Hulshof benefits most from 
repeal of campaign limits
By JUANA SUMMERS
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

JEFFERSON CITY — Just 
days after limits came off of 
individual campaign contribu-
tions, millions of dollars have 
rolled into state political cam-
paigns, according to campaign 
finance disclosures filed Thurs-
day with the Missouri Ethics 
Commission. 

For Congressman Kenny 
Hulshof, the repeal of campaign 
contribution limits helped the 
Republican gubernatorial can-
didate add more than $2.15 mil-
lion to his campaign funds dur-
ing the past month, compared 
to $1.3 million raised by Attor-
ney General Jay Nixon during 
the same period.

More than one quarter of the 
money raised for Hulshof dur-
ing the past month came from 
the national Republican Gover-
nors Association. 

On Aug. 28, his report shows a 
$600,000 contribution from the 
association. Despite Hulshof’s 
lead in fundraising during the 
last 30 days, Nixon has raised 
more than double that of Hulshof 
overall. During the entirety of 
the campaign, Nixon has raised 
$9.7 million compared to $4.8 
million by Hulshof.

In addition, Nixon goes into 
the final weeks of the campaign 
with an advantage of cash on 
hand of $2.4 million compared 
to Hulshof’s $1 million. Hulshof 
spent significant amounts dur-
ing his campaign in the Repub-
lican primary. 

Nixon received his largest 
single donation of $100,000 
from Gray,  Ritter & Graham, a 
St. Louis law firm.

In Missouri’s attorney general 
race, the future is already look-
ing a little greener for Republi-
can Mike Gibbons, while Demo-
cratic contender Chris Koster 
works to regain the advantage 
in fundraising he held during 
the Democratic primary.

The Republican Senate presi-
dent pro tem has already seen 
a large jump in donations to his 
campaign. His campaign man-
ager, Caleb Jones, credits the 
jump in individual donations to 
the fact that people believe in 
Gibbons.

“They see how important 
the attorney general’s office 
is,” Jones said. “They see how 
important it is to see a pro-busi-
ness candidate.”

Ethelmae Humphreys was  
Gibbons’ single biggest con-
tributor for the period cover-
ing July 25 to Aug. 30. Hum-
phreys is the chairman of 
TAMKO Building Products, a 
Joplin-based regional roofing 
company. She donated $51,350 
to the Gibbons campaign dur-
ing this period. The report also 
stated that David Humphreys 
and Sarah Atkins Humphreys, 
both employed by the company, 
also donated $50,000 each to the 
Gibbons campaign.

Four law firms and an indi-
vidual lawyer are Koster’s larg-
est contributors, each donating 
$25,000 toward his campaign 

during the last month. Koster 
received donations from Davis, 
Ketchmark & McCreight in 
Kansas City; Schiffrin, Barro-
way, Topaz & Kessler in New 
York City and  Hershewe Law 
Firm in Joplin. 

Koster also received a $25,000 
donation from Dollar, Burns & 
Becker, the Kansas City-based 
law firm where he is an attor-
ney. Kenneth McClain, an Inde-
pendence lawyer who practices 
with Humphrey, Farrington & 
McClain, individually donated 
$25,000.

The fundraising lead enjoyed 
by Koster during his primary 
campaign has dissipated since 
he became the Democratic 
nominee, besting challenger 
Margaret Donnelly by a nar-
row margin. 

Now, a Koster official said 
the campaign will appeal to 
Koster’s broad base through-
out the state to fuel the cam-
paign further as Election Day 
approaches. 

“We had a very tough prima-
ry fight,” said Danny Kanner, 
spokesman for Koster’s cam-
paign, “and we are obviously 
going to try and refill the cof-
fers. But we are going to do 
what we’ve done throughout the 
campaign.”

Thursday was the first day 
for full campaign finance 
reports to be filed since the 
repeal of Missouri’s limits on 
individual contributions. The 
repeal, passed earlier this year, 
took effect Aug. 28.

MIKE PITTMAN/Missourian

Simon Wanyonyi, 9, looks at Columbia police Sgt. Lloyd 
Simons’ badge as he makes his way around the Vision 
Showcase on Thursday. The groups present at the showcase 
shared their goals for the future development of Columbia.

Why wait in line?
PRINT TICKETS AT HOME

$6.00 ALL SHOWS BEFORE 4:00 PM EVERYDAY
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$5.50 - ALL SHOWS FOR SENIORS AND CHILDREN 
$6.75 - STUDENT ADMISSION AFTER 6PM WITH VALID I.D. 

$8.25 - ALL SHOWS AFTER 6:00 PM EVERYDAY
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Most types of violent crime are down for the �rst half of the year 
compared to the �rst half of 2007, while the number of property 
crimes for 2008 so far are higher than those from 2007.
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Party: Organizer banking on undecided votes

come to watch John McCain 
accept his party’s presidential 
nomination. 

“Maybe they were busy. I 
don’t know. It’s the middle of the 
week,” Hooper said.

Even though not everyone at 
Boone Tavern came for Hoop-
er’s party, most were watching 
the speech, which was shown on 
four TV sets.

Emily Elliott, 19, another 
Republican said she did not 
come for the watch party, but 

she liked McCain and vice-pres-
idential candidate Sarah Palin.  

“He has the most experience, 
and at a time like this, it’s much 
needed,” Elliott said.

Hooper said she felt positive 
about McCain’s speech, which 
hit on the issues most important 
to her, oil drilling, the econo-
my and the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“He said ‘We will drill now,’” 
Hooper said during McCain’s 
speech. “I like that, we need to.”

Hooper was also impressed 
with McCain’s ability to recognize 

the strengths of his opponent.
“My favorite part was the part 

about reaching across party 
lines — we should all work 
together,” she said. “At least he 
had the decency to give Obama 
some credit.”

Despite the low turnout, Hoop-
er remained optimistic about 
McCain’s chances in November.

“I think they picked up a lot of 
undecideds, and I think they’re 
going to pick up even more,” 
Hooper said. “He’s got the capa-
bility of reaching across party 
lines.”

CONTINUED from page 1A

McCain, at 72 bidding to 
become the oldest first-term 
president, drew a roar from 
the convention crowd when he 
walked out onto the stage light-
ed by a single spotlight. He was 
introduced by a video that dwelt 
heavily on his time spent as a 
prisoner of war in Vietnam and 
as a member of Congress, hailed 
for a “faithful unyielding love 
for America, country first.”

“USA, USA, USA,” chanted 
the crowd in the hall.

McCain faced a delicate assign-
ment as he formally accepted 
his party’s presidential nomina-
tion: presenting his credentials 
as a reformer willing to take on 
his own party and stressing his 
independence from an unpopu-
lar President Bush — all without 
breaking faith with his Republi-
can base.

He set about it methodically.
“After we’ve won, we’re going 

to reach out our hand to any 
willing patriot, make this gov-
ernment start working for you 
again,” he said, and he pledged 
to invite Democrats and inde-
pendents to serve in his admin-
istration.

He mentioned Bush only in 
passing, as the leader who led 
the country through the days 
after the terror attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001.

And there was plenty for con-
servative Republicans to cheer 
— from his pledge to free the 
country from the grip of its 
dependence on foreign oil, to 
a vow to have schools answer 
to parents and students rather 
than “unions and entrenched 
bureaucrats.”

A man who has clashed 
repeatedly with Republicans in 
Congress, he said proudly, “I’ve 

been called a maverick. Some-
times it’s meant as a compliment 
and sometimes it’s not. What it 
really means is I understand 
who I work for.

“I don’t work for a party. I 
don’t work for a special interest. 
I don’t work for myself. I work 
for you.”

Outside the hall, police on 
horseback thwarted plans by 
anti-war demonstrators to march 
on the convention hall.

Scattered protesters inside 
interrupted his speech briefly 
near the start. He dismissed 
them, telling the crowd not to be 
diverted by “ground noise and 
static.”

Not far from the convention 
center, police rounded up about 
200 protesters on a bridge over 
Interstate 94. Caught up were 
reporters from several media 
outlets, including two AP report-
ers.
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