
By DAVID UBBEN
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

After a 77-0 loss to Oklahoma, 
Woody Widenhofer 
was not looking for-
ward to a postgame 
prodding from the 
press, which had 
just witnessed 
arguably the lowest 
point in the history of MU foot-
ball. The losses piled up during 
the 1986 season, eight in all. 

But 21 years later, Gary Pin-

kel took the Tigers to a place 
fans likely doubted still exist-
ed after nearly five decades 

of misfortune and 
mediocre accom-
plishments:  A No. 
1 ranking.

Since MU’s 
School of Journal-
ism rolled out the 

first issue of the Columbia Mis-
sourian in 1908, a long line of 
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When housing options for black families in 
Columbia were slim, Clara and Earl Miles 
founded a neighborhood that gave blacks an 
opportunity to live in their dream homes.  

{weekend} HOUSE
THE

THAT CLARA AND EARL

MILES
coming this

MU vs. Nevada
TIGER KICKOFF SPECIal SECTION 

INSIdE >>

MU linebacker Sean Weatherspoon has been a key cog for the Tiger defense so far this season.>>

Also in Saturday’s paper, read about 
the national debate to lower the 
drinking age from 21 to 18, and go 
to ColumbiaMissourian.com to learn 
how that conversation looks at MU.

BUILT

By JACKIE WHIPPLE
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Citing the cancer risk to stu-
dents, MU is trying to shut 
down privately operated tan-
ning beds in the Student Rec-
reation Complex. How long the 
tanning will remain open is the 
subject of a pending breach of 
contract lawsuit by the opera-
tor against the UM Board of 
Curators. 

After learning of the lawsuit, 
Karen Edison, chair of the MU 
department of dermatology, 
expressed approval of the uni-
versity’s decision to discontin-
ue the indoor tanning business.

On May 13, Diane Dahlmann, 
director of Mizzou Rec Services 
and Facilities, notified owners of 
The Spa that its contract to oper-
ate in the complex would be ter-
minated July 31. In response,

Mystery of fire chief’s raise continues  
Board members 
aren’t sure how the 
fire chief got $37,800 
in additional pay.
By JARED GASSEN  
and PAUL WEBER
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The Boone County Fire Pro-
tection District board of direc-
tors has discovered that about 
$37,800 was erroneously paid 

to Fire Chief Steve Paulsell in 
2004. The final draft of Paul-
sell’s contract, dated March 25, 
2005, reflected a salary match-
ing his erroneous 2004 salary, 
and it’s been the basis for his 
pay ever since.

In December 2007, the then-
three-member board of John 
Gordon, Dave Griggs and 
Shelly Dometrorch personally 
delivered a letter to Paulsell 
that told him his contract would 

no longer be recognized. That 
move came after St. Louis 
attorney Robert J. Krehbiel was 
contracted to review Paulsell’s 
contract in early 2007.

Dometrorch said Krehbiel 
spent several months looking 
through the contract, board 
minutes and other documen-
tation. Krehbiel determined 
it was not an enforceable con-
tract, in part because it had not 
been properly voted on by the 

previous board.
However, the Fire Protection 

District has operated under the 
contract to date. The board has 
delayed acting on Paulsell’s sal-
ary until further consultation 
with Krehbiel out of fear that 
Paulsell might sue the fire dis-
trict, Gordon said. 

The board standardized all 
fire district salaries except 
Paulsell’s in July after accept-
ing salary ranges from a com-

mittee, headed by Dometrorch, 
that was appointed to review 
district pay rates.

The board’s effort to under-
stand how Paulsell’s salary 
reached $177,058 is the latest 
effort to get the fire district’s 
financial house in order. Gordon 
said it is a sensitive time, and 
the board is trying to resolve 
the situation in a way that is 
satisfactory to the board, the 
chief and the public.

“This has been a huge mess 
that none of the five board mem-
bers created,” Gordon said. “It 
is really frustrating. It is like 
trying to unravel a ball of twine 
with many different strands. 
Every time we unravel some-
thing, we find it is connected to 
something else.”

Dometrorch said: “(The pre-
vious board) said they voted on 
the changes of his contract in 

Please see SALARY, page 2A

Study finds root 
of water toxins

MU tries to close rec 
complex tanning beds

Former MU football 
scribes revisit past

A carcinogen’s 
organic predecessor  
is in more than half 
of Columbia’s wells.
By MICHAEL GIBNEY
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

Organic matter in nine out of 
14 of Columbia’s wells is con-
tributing to the formation of a 
carcinogen in the city’s drink-
ing water, a new study by MU 
researcher Enos C. Innis has 
found. The study was funded 
by Columbia Water and Light 
in response to elevated levels 
of trihalomethanes, which are 
carcinogenic, reported in the 
city’s drinking water in 2007.

In the new report, which was 
released after three months of 
testing, the wells indicate high 
levels of organic matter that 
contribute to the formation of 
trihalomethanes, said Connie 
Kacprowicz, spokeswoman for 
Columbia Water and Light.

Trihalomethanes are the 
product of a reaction between 
organic matter and the chlori-
nation process used to disinfect 
well water before it enters the 
distribution system.

“There is a high level of 
organic components in the 
wells,” Kacprowicz said.

Also, elevated levels of chlo-

ride found in the wells in pre-
vious studies indicate that the 
organic matter might be seep-
ing underground from nearby 
wetlands at the Eagle Bluffs 
Conservation Area. Wastewater 
treated in city-operated wet-
lands is used to flood the state-
owned conservation wetlands, 
located near city wells in the 
Missouri River bottoms near 
McBaine.

Chloride levels, used to trace 
organic components, have 
increased since the city started 
flooding the Eagle Bluffs wet-
lands with treated wastewater. 
Though it isn’t definitive, the 
timeline of these effects is a 
cause for concern that waste-
water is infiltrating the well 
system.

“Organic matter can come 
from a number of sources, 
such as rainwater, river water, 
aquifers or treated wastewa-
ter effluent,” Kacprowicz said. 
“The higher chloride levels can 
be a result of any of these fac-
tors.

“I don’t think we’re in the 
position to say one way or 
another that the source is Eagle 
Bluffs,” she said. “We need to 
see more research, but it is a 
possibility.”

John O’Connor, an environ-

Please see TAN, page 2A
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Democrat Jay Nixon, right, fields a question at the gubernatorial debate alongside candidates Libertarian Andrew 
Finkenstadt, left, and Constitutional Party nominee Greg Thompson.

At issue
Tan Time (operates The Spa)
n Contract, with renewals, 
extends through 2016.
n Suing MU for canceling con-
tract; says cannot be canceled 
until at least Dec. 31, 2008.
n Won restraining order on Aug. 
7 to operate for 15 days; remains 
open.

MU
n Told owners The Spa would 
close as of July 31.
n Says skin cancer risk is of  
concern.

n Provision allows contract can-
cellation by MU with 30 days’ 
written notice or 60 days’ written 
notice at the end of lease year.

Please see WATER, page 7A

MIKE PITTMAN/Missourian

ESPN anchor John Anderson, left, discusses sports journalism 
with panelists, from left to right, Mike Alden, T.J. Quinn, Wright 
Thompson, Sonja Steptoe and Jamie Butcher.Please see SPORTS, page 7A

The discussion 
included only seven 
questions. 
By SARAH D. WIRE 
and VALERIE INSINNA
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

During Thursday’s gubernatori-
al debate, two candidates became 
rather heated on a smattering of 
topics despite both sides’ earlier 
call for a genteel conversation in 
recognition of Sept. 11. 

Democratic candidate and 
Attorney General Jay Nixon 
repeated his call for a civil debate 

during his opening remarks say-
ing, “We’re all keenly aware of 
today’s date.”

On three of the afternoon’s key 
issues including campaign con-
tribution limits, higher education 
and health care, the candidates 
briefly disavowed that pledge.

Things were most heated dur-
ing a question about contribution 
limits, which also spurred the 
day’s only rebuttal.

“This fully-disclosed, unlimited 
contributions is better than the 
other system, but I also put in eth-

Please see DEBATE, page 7A

4 gubernatorial candidates take part in heated first debate

Republican candidate Kenny Hulshof speaks at 
the debate, held at MU.

Education. Campaign limits.


